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Introduction

Thank you for purchasing FXForge. FXForge generates HTML and FX.php that works with your
FileMaker database. FX.php is a PHP class written by Chris Hansen and is available as a free
resource. FXForge works with FileMaker Pro versions 5-7. If you are using FileMaker 5-6, you
will also need to have FileMaker Unlimited. If you are using FileMaker 7, you will need FileMaker
Server 7 Advanced. FX.php requires that you use either Apache or 1IS with PHP installed and
enabled.

Downloading and Installing FX.php

The latest release of FX.php can be downloaded from http://www.fmwebschool.com/dlfxphp.htm.
You will need to edit two files within the FX directory to use this installation.

Open server_data.php. Enter the IP address of the server FileMaker is running on. Enter the
port number: FileMaker 5/6 use FileMaker's web companion port. FileMaker 7: use your web
server port.

Open FX.php.
For FileMaker 5/6 set var $dataServerType = ®MPro5/6©
For FileMaker 7 set var $dataServerType = ®MPro7©

Place the entire ‘FX’ directory in the same directory as your web site as this is where FXForge will
set up a reference to the files.

http://www.fmwebschool.com Copyright 2004 FMWebschool 800.353.7950 info@fmwebschool.com 3




FXBuilder Users Guide Version 1.0.1

Introduction to FXForge

Requirements to use FXForge generated web pages:
FileMaker 5-6: FileMaker Pro or FileMaker Unlimited
FileMaker 7: FileMaker Server 7 Advanced

Web server: Apache or IIS

PHP: PHP must be installed and enabled on your web server.

FX.php: FX.php is a free PHP class that allows interaction with FileMaker. The ‘FX’ folder should
be placed in the same folder as you web files for each web site.

Plug-in: FXForge uses the CNS-Plugins SAVEit plug-in, which is included with your files.

About FXForge and PHP with FileMaker

FXForge creates queries or requests to FileMaker. Each request for a different action or set of
find values or database requires a new request. With FXForge you can create as many different
requests on a single page as you need.

For example:

You have a request to return information on a specific record in FileMaker and the layout you are
referencing also contains a portal you wish to display. You would first create the request to the
main file. Next you would create a second find request based on information from the first find,
which would simulate the portal. FXForge also gives you the ability to create multiple unrelated
gueries, which behave like an inline action.

FXForge allows creation of forms to pass information from one page to the next. Detail links can
be easily created from returned records via the record ID. Form and detail links are created
within the wizards.
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FXForge Home Directory

Choices:

New Request

New Request via Wizard
View Request List

View Page List

File Upload Solution
Build Email Solution
Error Code Reference
View Manual

FXForge

Version 1.0.1

Copyright 2004 FMWebschool

New Request

@ Error Code Reference

0 View Manual

Creates a new request and directs you to the self-enter FXForge interface

New Request via Wizard

Creates a new request and directs you to a wizard to assist you in creating your request.

View Request List
Displays a list of all created requests

View Page List
Displays a list of all created pages

File Upload Solution

Create a solution to allow users to upload files to your server

Build Email Solution
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Create an entry form that allows feedback email to be sent to you from your site.

Error Code Reference
Cross reference error codes for easy troubleshooting of generated errors.

View Manual
Provides quick access to this user guide from the Home Directory.

New Request

Selecting “New Request” from the main menu opens the main interface of FXForge, creates a
new record and allows you to enter all of the basic information for a request. More detailed
information can be added by editing via the wizard, which is accessible from this screen.
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General Information

This is information pertaining to the basic request. Select a page to attach the request or create a
new page. Name the request by giving it a name that makes sense for the type of query it will be
(Ex. ‘companyfind’). Just make sure that it is unique for the page (all requests on a single page
need a separate name). If you have a username or password, specify that here as well and
define the database name with extension and layout name.
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Choose your version of FileMaker from the list. If you will be displaying records outside of a table
choose whether to display one or multiple records. Specify whether the records should be sorted
or if any should be skipped when the records are returned. Specify how many records should be
returned. The default is 50. You may choose another number or the word ‘all’. Finally, if you
would like to display previous/next links indicate that as well.

Genera

N H HE [
age hamse; i |+ |New Page

Postion .

Passed Variables

This is where you would indicate any values that are passed to this page via a form or link. If the
values are passed through a link, choose GET. If they are passed from a form, they can be either
GET or POST. Check the method in the form to decide which to use. Most forms are POST as
this hides the passed information from the clients address bar. Enter the name exactly as it
appeared in the ‘name’ value of the input type or link.

Hawe you passed values from Mame of |
z link or form to this page? values passed

Table

This is where you set up a table to display returned record data. You can specify 1-8 columns.
Options include the addition of a row for labels as well as adding borders to the table. You may
also choose whether to display one record or multiple records. Enter the field names exactly as
they are in your database. They are case-sensitive.
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Table

What fields should disglay for each cell?
Cell 1}
Cell 2

Include a takle?

How many columns?

1]

:- Cell 3
Include column Is:sls":. Cell 4§

]

Cne record or multiple Cell 5§
Inciude Borders? celled

Cell 7i

Cellgi

Request Parameters

This is where you specify any parameters for the request. If you are performing a find, you will
enter the find criteria here. The ‘parameter’ is the exact fieldname if you are submitting to a field.
This can also be ‘-recid’, which is required for editing a record.

Choose the value type. If you are using the record ID from a field, select ‘from request’ and then
add the fieldname, request and request name.

Request Parameters

Forms for this Page
This is where you create any forms you want to add to the page. The ‘Add Form’ button opens a
form creation wizard.

GO

L Add
| Form

The first page of the wizard sets up the basic form. Give the form a name so that you will be able
to differentiate it from any other forms on the page. Choose which page to add this form to and
which page it will submit to.
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Mame of Form | |

‘What page should this form exist on? | I

What page should the form submit to? | | of |_+ New Page

“ou may choose a page from the list or add a8 new page, which will be
available to build future reguests.

The second page of the wizard is where you define the input types for the form. First choose a
type from the list. Next, give the line a name. This will be used on the response page to collect
the value sent in the form line. Choose whether the value for the line will be blank, a value from a
request on the page or a record ID. If you would like to specify the value to be displayed, choose
‘blank’ and then enter the value in ‘Prefill Text’. If the value is from a request, choose the request
name from the drop down menu and specify the fieldname to be used. If a record ID is to be used
here, select only the request name. If you are displaying a value list from the database, choose
‘Yes’ and specify the value list name.

List the items you want included in the form. index.php If valus isl'l:etl.:.'r's: from reguest Display value list

or record [D: I ' from datsbase®
Type Name Valus Prefill Text Reguest Name Figldnams {for chedibox, radic & valuslist)

If Yes,
valuelist name:

If you will be displaying s value list from the dstsbsse, you will nesd to add 8 "View" reguest for the datsbase the valuslist exists in to this pege.

Display Data
This is where you specify any fields to display outside of a table. The field names need to be
exactly like the ones in the database and are case-sensitive.

e e ——

Fields to display |}

isplay returned
outside of 3

Once you have completed the request, select ‘Build Page’. This will generate all of the php and
html page code that you will need. You will be redirected to a page to view the code and export it
to your web folder. If you are exporting to replace a page, you must first delete that page and
then export the new page.
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4 New Reguest B Hew via Wizard

L ——— n
<7ghp
include_once{FX/FX php'); Request List
include_onoe{FX/FMErmrors.php’); for this Page

include_once{FX/server_data php');

Scompanyfind=new FX{SserverlP, SwebCompanionPort).

_—nmn———
Scompanyfind->SetDBDatal Company.fpS' Company_infc') [BootPage |
ScompanyfindResult=Scompanyfind-=FMFindall{}; Save Fage to:
echo ScompanyfindResultfemorCode;
foreach{8companyfindResult[data’] as Skey=>ScompanyfindData}; -
o o If you are exporting to replace s file.
<htm|= You must first delete that file.
<head>

<‘head>

New Request via Wizard

Creates a new request and directs you to a wizard to assist you in creating your request. The
first screen is where you choose what page the request will exist on. If your page is not in the list,
select ‘New Page'.

‘What page will this reguest sppsar on?
| I or Mew Fags

o Select 3 page from the value list or select "New FPags
to add a new page to the list.

Next, you will be asked to specify a name for your request. Make sure that each request for any
given page is unique. Choose a name that will indicate what the request is for. Ex. companyfind.

Flzass specify 3 nams for the reguest

Give the reguest 3 unigus namse. You may have more
than ocne reguest on 2 page 35 long 35 23ch reguest
has 5 gifferent name. Mo spsces or specisl charscters.

If your database has a username and/or password, enter it here. Remember that FileMaker 7
has a default username of ‘Admin’ with no password.

If nesded, enter the usermmame and pessword to be used to scosss the detsbase”™

Usernamse

Password

Enter 2 valid usernamse and/or password for the datsbase
being scoessed. If thers is not 2 usernamse and/or pessword
yvou may leave both values blank. Remember for FilelMaksr 7
there is 8 username of "Admin” setup by default.

Enter your database information including database name, layout name and what version of
FileMaker you are using. Specify the maximum number of records to be returned in the request.
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Default is 50. You may enter a number here or the work ‘all’. If you would like previous/next links
to display, choose ‘Yes'.

g ]

Enter the datsbase information for the datsbase you
will be acosssing with this reguest.
Dataosse Name
Layout
Database Type (O FileMaker 5 O FileMaker 8 ) FileMaker 7
max # of records returned Enter a number or "all”. Default is 50 and requires no entry.
If Applicable, chose enly ene of the following:
Include Previous/Mext Links? [ No | Ex. Prev | Next
Individual page links? [ Mo Ex.1]|2]|2|4

Specify the action that will be performed with the request.

What action will be perfformed with this request?

Specify the parameters for the request. If you are performing a find, you will enter the find criteria
here. The ‘parameter’ is the exact fieldname if you are submitting to a field. This can also be ‘-
recid’, which is required for editing a record.

Choose the value type. If you are using the record ID from a field, select ‘from request’ and then

add the fieldname, request and request name.

{text, variable or

{variable if passed from previcus page fizldnams if you uss. = recandiD for FhE value you
Name text if straight test of value fram fisld) if from request) fEE i
{fieldname of "r=cid”) walus_types valus from_request request_name
Qvariable Orequestresult Otext O recordID [ I | =|

The next screen allows you to specify sort parameters. This is optional. If you want to sort
returned records. Mark the ‘Yes’ and specify the field you want to sort (exact and case sensitive)
and the sort order.
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Would you like to sort the returned records? Oves

If wvas, plesss =nter the figld andg sort order.
Field to sort

Sort Order

Another optional parameter is do you want to skip records when the record set is returned? If you
do, select ‘Yes’ and indicate the number of records to skip.

Would you like to skip 8 number of records upon display? [ ves

If yves, how many?

The next screen allows you to collect values into variables. If you passed values from a link or
form to this page, specify the names they were sent to here. If the values are passed through a
link, choose GET. If they are passed from a form, they can be either GET or POST. Check the
method in the form to decide which to use. Most forms are POST as this hides the passed
information from the clients address bar. Enter the name exactly as it appeared in the ‘name’

value of the input type or link.
Will values be passed to this page and by what methed? | Mons

If yes, list the varisble names below:

0 “ariables passed via 8 link use the GET method.
Farms can be either GET or POST and are specified in the form.

If you would like to display the returned record/records in a table, choose ‘Yes’ at this screen.
This will route you through the table configuration part of the wizard.

‘Would you like the returned dats to be inserted into & table?

]
i ]

In this screen, specify the options for the table. How many columns should display? Do you want
to include a row for labels? This will initially be populated with the field names, but can be edited

later in your web editor. Do you want to display a single record or multiple records? Do you want
borders to show in the table?
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In this screen, specify what fields you want to display for each cell in the row (exact and case
sensitive). You can also choose to make any cell a detail link. Detall links created here pass the
record ID as ‘recid’. If you check ‘Yes’ for a detail link, specify the name of the page that link

should go to.

In this next screen you can specify whether you would like to display the returned data outside of
atable. If yes, choose whether a single record should be displayed or multiple records.

Enter the exact fieldnames you would like to display and choose the type of that field. If you want
to display an image, choose ‘image’. For anything else choose ‘text’. If you choose image, this
will create a link to an image in your hosted web directory. If that images resides in a folder (Ex.
‘images’ or ‘pics’) add that to the image location.

Ex. images/
or http://mwww.mywebsitename.com/images/
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When first building the request you may find it helpful to include an error capture to display the
error code for the request. This can be removed later, once you are sure the request is working
correctly. If an error code is generated, check it against the error code reference to track down
the specific error.

Once you have completed the wizard you will be redirected to a page to view the completed page
code and export it to your web folder. If you are exporting to replace a page, you must first delete
that page and then export the new page.

View Request List
Displays a list of all created requests

View Page List
Displays a list of all created pages
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Error Code Reference
Cross reference error codes for easy troubleshooting of generated errors.

Online Support

Online support is available at http://www.fxforge.net. A forum is available for discussions related
to FXForge as well as online help videos. Check the site often for updates to these videos.

Other Options

Questions related to installation and using FXForge can be sent to fxforge@fmwebschool.com.
Consulting services for PHP web design for FileMaker are also available.
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